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I interviewed Jake Warner, who has been a writer at the Globe for the past seven years. I chose to interview Jake to get more information about journalism reporting. Our interview took place in the library, which was convenient for the both of us. I arrived early to arrange the room for our interview. We discussed his background and education as well as his thoughts on journalism. 
Background and education
“Read everything you can get your hands on!” This was some advice Jake had for me during our interview. When I read, I will learn how different people tell a story. This will allow me to develop my writing style. Once I develop that style, I should do my best to get my work published. Where it is published is not the main concern, as long as I am getting experience. Formal education is a plus, but if I’m a talented writer, I could do fine without it. 

Journalism hours
Jake told me that as long as he’s been employed in the news industry, his job is always happening. His hours are pretty much “all the time”, and deadlines are tight. He is the first to inform people of events around them, so he must be ready to report at a moment’s notice. There are few 9–5 jobs in this industry.

Interview analysis
I actually had fun doing this interview. Jake was easy to talk to. I learned so much about journalism. I learned even more about how to conduct an information-gathering interview. 
About the career
Jake knows his work, and he is willing to share his information with anyone interested. Unfortunately, I discovered that reporting full time is not the job for me, because I am a stay-at-home mom, and plan to continue in that role. However, Jake and I discussed different options of freelance writing that I may like to explore. 
Jake taught me aspects of journalism that I couldn’t have found anywhere else. He informed me that reporters have a serious ethical responsibility because your audience gives you practically instant credibility when they “read it in the paper.” He also asserted that reporters are today’s historians- what a key role that is in society.
About the interviewing process
What surprised me most was the time and planning it requires to conduct an interview that flows well. It’s harder than most people think. I had written my questions ahead of time, but I hadn’t really practiced saying them out loud. It seemed easy ahead of time to think about what I wanted to say and to envision how the interview would go. But once we sat down and I started asking the questions, I realized it was harder than I originally had thought. 
Sometimes Jake would answer part of one of my later questions while I was asking him one of my original questions. This interrupted my logical organization of the interview. It was all really good information, but it didn’t seem very organized. I ended up losing track and skipping a few of my questions. 
Hardest of all was to multitask. I tried to maintain eye contact with him, actively listen to what he was saying, remember his points, get ready to ask my next questions, and take notes all at the same time. Most of the time I found myself just listening to his stories. When I did write something, it would distract him a little. He thought he needed to stop or slow down so I could keep up. This made the overall interview jolty at times. I also ended up just reading my questions off the paper. It sounded kind of stiff. The ending was awkward, too. On the feedback form, Jake mentioned that he never was quite sure when the interview was over. 
Next time I conduct an interview I will become very, very familiar with all my questions so I can orchestrate the interview better. I’ll practice them ahead of time with my husband, and I’ll say the questions in shorter sentences, so it doesn’t sound as though I’m reading them from the paper. I will also plan a definite closing statement like, “I think we’ve already run over time, so I had better end this now. You have given me such useful information! Thank you.” 
I enjoyed this assignment, and I appreciate the information I received from conducting this interview. I think everyone should do this when choosing a career path, whether they are assigned to or not.




